THE   INTERMEDIATE  YEARS

cannot give way without ruining himself and the crown
for ever. Nor can the majority of the ministers yield; if
they did they would slit open their own immoral bellies
and commit political suicide. They are forced to be, and
to remain, disobedient. Hitherto I, who have taken up
an entirely opposite position on this burning question, and
(Edwin) Manteuffel have had the greatest difficulty in pre-
venting the King from giving way. He would do it if I
advised it, but I pray that God will take away the use of

my tongue before it gives assent.    But I stand alone__

quite alone, for to-day Edwin Manteuffel is put under
arrest.1 It was not until yesterday that the King per-
mitted me to look out for other ministers. He holds the
gloomy view that, except Stahl and Co., he will find no
one who judges the homage with the oath of allegiance
to be admissible.

' Now I ask you, do you regard the ancient traditional
hereditary homage as an attack on the constitution ? If
you answer my question with Yes, I shall have made a
mistake in assuming you were of my opinion; but if you
agree with me and think this view is mere doctrinaire hum-
bug, resulting from political engagements and political
party-grouping when our dear comrades think that they are
not in position, you will have no objection to entering the
King's council and solving the homage question in correct
fashion. Then you will also find means of setting out
without delay on your proposed holiday and sending me
word by telegraph immediately. The words " Yes, I am
coming," are sufficient; better still if you can add the
date of your arrival. Schleinitz goes under any circum-

1 On account of a duel with Twesten as author of the pamphlet Was

uns noch retten kann.
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